












GOOD TIDINGSGOOD TIDINGS
“I bring you Good Tidings of great joy a Savior which is Christ the Lord”, Luke 2:10-11
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St. Luke Lutheran Community’s Mission Statement
"St. Luke Lutheran Community provides

faith-based services to enrich the lives of older adults" LSA
Lutheran Services in America

Together we can

"Be still and know that I am God," Psalm 46.10

Continuing to Care in Your Neighborhood
To better serve the seniors of our community and member churches, St. 
Luke Lutheran Community has added another link in our continuum of 
services.   St. Luke has recently partnered with Community Caregivers, a 
home care agency.   Based on the belief that we are all entitled to remain 
in our familiar home setting for as long as possible, Community Caregiv-
ers provides non-medical homecare services for seniors and the disabled. 
Services provided include: personal care, homemaker services, medication 
reminders, nursing case management, meal preparation and hospice/respite 
care.  For more information, please feel free to contact Laura Theiss, LSW, 
at 330-499-8341.

St. Luke Lutheran Community – North Canton
220 Applegrove St. NE, North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 499-8341

The Waterford at St. Luke
201 Holl Rd., North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 490-2300

St. Luke Lutheran Community – Portage Lakes 
615 Latham Lane, Akron, OH 44319
(330) 644-3914

St. Luke Foundation 
200 Applegrove St. NE, North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 966-5626

Affiliations:

www.stlukelutherancommunity.org
www.stlukefoundation.org

Look for our newly designed websites:

COMING 

SOON!

This year during the holidays and everyday thereafter, write this on the top of your “to do” list.  “Be still and know that I am God.”  Be 
still.  Take fifteen minutes of quiet every day (or night).  Use those moments to dwell on one of the greatest events in the history of man – 
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Fill your heart with worship and stand amazed at the fact that “God so loved the world 
He sent His only begotten Son.”  Be still and know God.  With Him we can have the best year yet!

Excerpts taken from Jorrie L. Muniz, The Relationship Resource Guide

As we prepare for the Christmas season, it is also a time 
to pause and reflect on the many gifts each of us has been 
given. As we enjoy the holidays, and the opportunity to 
create memories with family and friends, it is very impor-
tant to remember in your thoughts and prayers the minis-
try of St. Luke Lutheran Community. We are very blessed 
to have the strong support of our staff, residents, families, 
and friends. Your collective commitment to our mission 
and ministry truly makes St. Luke a special place. I look 
forward to working together in 2009 to make a difference 
in the lives of the people we serve.

May you and your families be blessed with the pure joy 
that comes from celebrating the birth of our Savior.  My 
wishes to you for a happy, healthy new year.

 Sincerely,

 
John L. Spieler

Chief Executive Officer

A Holiday Message From the CEO

St. Luke Residents Rekindled Summertime Joys
St. Luke - North Canton residents were invited to participate in a summer 
Senior Vacation Bible School program. The Bible School was held on the first 
four Wednesdays in July. The school traveled throughout the St. Luke com-
munity, beginning in Laurel Valley and concluding its journey in Twin Hills.  

Senior Vacation Bible School recreated the traditional VBS experience.  
The program included a flannel graph depiction of the story of Jesus and 
Zacchaeus, a related craft project, music, prayers, and of course, summer 
refreshments.  Residents enjoyed reliving treasured memories and rediscov-
ering joys as they recalled their days attending VBS as a youngster and/or as 
serving as a teacher, craft leader, cookie baker or other helper.

St. Luke Director of Pastoral Care, Pastor Don Rice, Jr. organized and di-
rected the project.  “This is something I have wanted to do for a couple of 
years,” he said.  “I’m thankful for all the encouragement and excited that I 
could put this idea into action.”

Volunteers helped with assembling craft projects and serving refreshments.  
Everyone really enjoyed this unique opportunity…so much that we look 
forward to doing it again next year!

John L. Spieler, Dr. PH, FACHE, CEO of St. Luke Lutheran Community in North Canton, was elected to his 
first three-year term on the AOPHA Board of Directors. Spieler was elected at the Annual Business Meeting 
during the 2008 AOPHA Annual Conference and Trade Show. 

As a board member, Dr. Spieler will assist in establishing policy as well as helping to monitor the overall per-
formance of the statewide association. Spieler also serves on the AOPHA Payment & Financial Management 
Committee, which reviews Medicaid and Medicare reimbursement proposals as well as other financial proposals 
impacting not-for-profit senior service providers.

Spieler has been with St. Luke Lutheran Community since January of 2007. Prior to his current position, Spieler 
was Executive Director of St. John Specialty Care Center in Mars, Pa., and CEO of St. Francis Hospital Cran-
berry.

“With an increasing population of older and disabled Ohioans, it is especially critical that quality services are available to meet their 
housing, health and service needs,” Spieler said. “In spite of many challenges facing all providers of senior services, there are tremendous 
opportunities to innovatively meet the needs of one of our most vulnerable populations. I look forward to working with my peers to meet 
these needs while sharing the great work of Ohio’s not-for-profit providers of senior services.”

Founded in 1937, AOPHA is a statewide association representing approximately 280 not-for-profit homes, health-related facilities and com-
munity services for the aging. Members are sponsored by religious, fraternal, labor, private and government organizations committed to 
providing quality services for their residents and for older persons in the community at large.

DR. SpIELER RE-ELEcTED TO AOpHA BOARD

John L. Spieler, Dr. PH, 
FACHE, CEO

LSA
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