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Our Journey through Lent Begins
Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, 
I who am but dust and ashes.”   Genesis 18:27 
It never fails.   Every year as Ash Wednesday approaches, someone asks, “Where do the ashes you use in the service come from?”  Good question!  What do you think?


a.) a fireplace in the Harter Mansion

b.) the ashtray of a 1957 Chevy resting on blocks


c.) the smoldering debris from a Louisville Leopard High School bonfire


d.) other

The answer is d.) other.  The ashes for Ash Wednesday come from burning the palm frond from the previous year’s Palm Sunday celebration.  Often the ashes are mixed with a small amount of oil so that they better adhere to the forehead by a priest, pastor or other minister.  (The ashes used at St. Luke are imported from a Byzantine monastery outside Jerusalem.)  
The ritual is called “The Imposition of Ashes” during which the words “Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return” are repeated.  The ashes remind us  of our sins and immortality.  Yet, with contrite, repentant and believing hearts, we are assured of God’s forgiveness, the promise of Good Friday, and the gift of eternal life, the glory of Easter.  
St. Luke Lutheran Community commemorates Ash Wednesday with two services on February 17.  The 10:30 a.m. service is an interactive service designed primarily for our Laurel Valley residents.  The community service will be held at 2:00 p.m.  The Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion will be part of both services.   

Sunday Worship Services are conducted at 10:15 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  Holy Communion is offered the first Sunday (February 7) at both services.  
During our Tuesday 10:30 a.m. Chapel Services in February, we will travel with Jesus as he makes several “House Calls.”  These will include visits with Peter’s ill mother-in-law, Zacchaeus, a Pharisee and Simon the Leper.  At each stop, Jesus offers a special measure of his love and grace.  
We learn about and sing “Our Favorite Hymns” on Thursday mornings at 10:30.  Georgene Recchio and her musical friends will provide a special program on February 11. Residents, family, friends and neighbors are welcome to all St. Luke Chapel Services.
